Benefice of
Goring & Streatley
with South Stoke

Sunday 28th February Lent 2
Welcome to Church

The Collect, the prayer for this week
Almighty God,
you show to those who are in error the light of your truth,
that they may return to the way of righteousness:
grant to all those who are admitted
into the fellowship of Christ’s religion,
that they may reject those things
that are contrary to their profession,
and follow all such things as are agreeable to the
same;
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Update on services. We are easing the door open slightly.
Please see below for details.

This weekend:

10:00am Holy Communion streamed from St Mary’s by Zoom
The Zoom link for the service is

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82661277602?pwd=cHZiK2hNdFJsanl2WW5PQUE
yWUs4UTQ09

If you enter Zoom directly: Meeting ID: 826 6127 7602 and Passcode: 038739.
10:00am TomToms families group meeting online. Details from Rev Jo Allen
5pm Discoverers by Zoom — please contact Ben for a link.

Thankfully rates of infection have dropped massively and vaccination roll out
continues, but the virus is still a risk which means we have to be careful of
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each other, and follow all national guidelines. We do not want anyone to feel
they must come, but we do not want anyone to feel they cannot if they wish.
As a first step:

if anyone has been vaccinated more than 3 weeks ago,
or has to attend for a marriage requirement,

this week we are opening up 25 seats. If this is you, you are welcome in

church if you follow the following guidelines:
PLEASE
e Book in advance by contacting the parish office
(email vicarofgsandss@yahoo.com or phone 875651) so we have a list of who is
coming. By Saturday 8pm at the latest.
e wear a face covering
e sanitise hands on arrival and when leaving church
e go to your seat straightaway on arrival
e only enter into conversation after the service outside the church
e keep socially-distanced at all times from those not in your ‘bubble’
Thank you.
We do look forward to worshipping with you on Zoom or in person. ©

For those who are not able to join us in church or by Zoom on Sunday
morning it is our hope that you will be able to take time to stop, find
a special place, switch off all distractions, light a candle perhaps, and
join in spirit, and by God’s Spirit worship and be built up together.

Suggested wording for you to say:
This is the day which the Lord has made....
We will rejoice and be glad in it.

The Lord is here, His Spirit is with us.
Lord Jesus, lead us as we come before you now.

The Collect (please see above)

Psalm 22: 23-end

23 Praise the Lord, you that fear him;

O seed of Jacob, glorify him;
stand in awe of him, O seed of Israel.

24 For he has not despised nor abhorred the suffering of the poor;
neither has he hidden his face from them;
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but when they cried to him he heard them.
25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
| will perform my vows
in the presence of those that fear you.
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied;
those who seek the Lord shall praise him;
their hearts shall live for ever.
27 All the ends of the earth
shall remember and turn to the Lord,
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
28 For the kingdom is the Lord’s
and he rules over the nations.
29 How can those who sleep in the earth
bow down in worship,
or those who go down to the dust kneel before him?
30 He has saved my life for himself;
my descendants shall serve him;
this shall be told of the Lord for generations to come.
31 They shall come and make known his salvation,
to a people yet unborn,
declaring that he, the Lord, has done it.

Readings
Our readings are Gen. 17: 1-7,15-16, Psalm 22: 23-end & Mark 8: 31-end.
Jo has written a reflection on the reading from Genesis:

This week on my Master’s course we had the delight of spending the day with
Anthony Reddie, a professor of ethics. He gave us a reflective task which | would
love us to do together. The task (with embellishment) is below; follow the steps
and see what God reveals to you:

1. Fill in the blanks from this statement, ‘My nameis___ ,lam__ ."e.g. My
name is Jo, | am a mother; my name is Jo, | am loved. Repeat it 10 times
changing your ‘| am’ statement, you could even change your name as you
see fit. This task is about how you see yourself, there are no rights or
wrongs.

2. When you are done ask yourself these questions:

Was your name always the same?
What do your ‘1 am’ statements say about how you think of yourself?
Are your statements in relation to anyone else?

| have to admit that when Anthony gave us this task | had a little bit of a head start
because the culture of the church | have been brought up in uses scripture verses

3



to create ‘| am’ statements. My first statement was ‘My name is Jo and | am
God’s.” Not only has this been drilled into me since | was fourteen but | honestly
believe this to be true, it is a statement we can all hopefully make about ourselves
as Christians together. The name we give ourselves is intrinsically linked to what
we believe about ourselves, it gives us an identity. For instance, in my statements
| (along with many others) only called myself Jo, whilst others used names given
to themselves e.g. mother, father, reverend, worker and so on. The latter names
were clearly linked to what they did, which on reflection made me realise that | do
not see myself in terms of what | do, simply as Jo who is. Jo is also my nickname
and when I'm called by anything else it feels unusual; it feels comfortable, familiar
and entirely me, it has become part of my identity.

In Genesis 17, at this pivotal point in scripture which uncovers God'’s glorious
promise to his people, to us, God calls himself EI Shaddai and renames the
people whom he is making his eternal covenant with; Abram becomes Abraham
and Sarai, Sarah.

Israel's primary name for their God throughout the Hebrew scriptures is Yahweh. It
comes from God’s encounter with Moses in Exodus 3 and essentially means ‘I
am’. God is also called by many other names throughout the Old Testament and
in this passage, which is before God’s encounter with Moses, God calls himself El
Shaddai, meaning ‘God almighty’. It articulates that God is the greatest power so
there is nothing he cannot do. There’s no surprise that God’s name denotes who
he is in relation to the promise he is revealing to Abram; to Abram God is the God
who can make his promise possible because he is almighty. God effectively says
‘My name is El Shaddai, | am almighty’.

El Shaddai then renames Abram as Abraham; the exalted father becomes the
father of many nations. God being the creator renames his beautiful creation in
light of his new identity and effectively says “Your name is Abraham, you are the
father of many nations’. As we know this promise is revealed through Jesus and
the work of the Spirit, including us into God’s family.

Now Sarai is a trickier one because both Sarai and Sarah mean princess. It
seems as though Sarai’s biological parents got her name right from the beginning.
Yet Goldingay states that Sarai was a more common name compared to Sarah,
so when El Shaddai renamed her he was calling her out as his own to be a
princess in God’s great plan. Sarah becomes the princess of the Israelite nation. |
love this because God includes Sarai in his plan, renaming her alongside her
husband showing the equality of their calling. God effectively says ‘Your name is
Sarah, you are a princess’.

In Genesis 17 God who made Abram and Sarai saw fit to change their names in

light of their new identities. El Shaddai was making his promise possible through
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Abraham and Sarah. What God calls us shapes who we become. Bring yourself
before God in prayer, and invite him to shape the names and ‘| ams’ you give
yourself; thank him for those which he has given you and ask him for help where
you would like to see yourself through God’s eyes. Your nameis __ and you are
God’s because he is El Shaddai.

Hymn
1. Who am | that the highest King 2. Free at last
Would welcome me He has ransomed me
| was lost but He brought me in His grace runs deep
Oh His love for me x2 While | was a slave to sin
Jesus died for me
Who the Son sets free Yes He died for me

Oh is free indeed
l " m a child of G o d| Who the Son sets free

Yes | am Oh is free indeed

l " m a child of God
Bridge: | am chosen Yes | am
Not forsaken Il n my Father’'s hou
| am who You say | am There’'s a place fo
You are for me l " m a child of God
Not against me Yes | am

| am who You say | am

Prayers for this week
Thank you to Judith Hogg for this week’s prayers.

Psalm 47 says:

How awesome is the Lord Most High, the great King over all the earth. God reigns over
the nations, He is seated on His holy throne. The kings of the earth belong to God. Heis
greatly exalted. Shout to God with cries of joy, sing praise to our King.

Sovereign Lord, we live in a perplexing and confusing world which seems to be out of
control at times, yet we know that you are the One who reigns and nothing is outside
your control. Open our eyes to see your great and glorious reality and that nothing is too
great or too small to be outside your interest and your reign. May we look to the One
who sees the beginning from the end and put our trust in your promises and purposes
and find complete security in you.

Lord, in your mercy .......... Hear our prayer

Loving Father, we bring to you the sick and the vulnerable, both from the virus and other
ilinesses, those who are lonely or depressed, suffering loss of loved ones, those who need
patience and wisdom when working from home, and those who have lost their

livelihood. God of compassion, may we show your care for them by seeking to meet their
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needs. We think particularly of those known to us. Please bring them healing of body
and mind and may they be aware of your presence in the darkness and difficulties.

Thank you for all the progress that has been made in combatting the pandemic, for the
development and administering of vaccines. Thank you for the drop in the rate of
infections and deaths and the possibility of more freedom. Thank you, too for the
untiring work of the health professionals and other key workers. Many are exhausted
and need your wisdom in treating patients, and others have suffered themselves. We
pray for your healing and strengthening of them. We pray, too, for the poorer countries
without vaccines or much health care. May our government seriously seek to help them.
Lord, in your mercy .......... Hear our prayer

Father God, we pray that our leaders may have clarity, act cautiously and wisely as they
plan the way ahead. May we act responsibly as we look forward to seeing people again
and to going out freely. Please guide us as a church as we consider what services and
activities it is wise to recommence. May we use our freedom unselfishly to love and care
for one another.

Lord, in your mercy ..... Hear our prayer

Father God, thank you for the many tokens of your love, the many good things you give
us to enjoy, for the beautiful world you have created. We confess that we have often
been careless or oblivious of the harm we do to it, when you have commanded us to care
for it. Please show us this Lent the actions we can each take and give us the will to follow
it through.

Lord, in your mercy ...... Hear our prayer

Thank you, Father, for our mission partner, Steve Poulson, in Honduras. Please
encourage him as he has had a year when a number of children have joined gangs or not
gone to school. Now they are out of lockdown may his work get well established again
and links with the children be renewed. Thank you so much for his engagement to
Lindsay. Please go before them as they plan and look forward to their wedding in June
and please protect them from danger, and may he have the money he needs.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour,
Jesus Christ. Amen.

We pray you are having a fruitful Lent.

Books are still available in our churches to borrow... Please sanitise your hands
before looking thought them. And sign on the sheet for the book you borrow.
Thank you.

Please join us and share ideas on your actions... (we can keep it anonymous if
you prefer) about what climate action, or care for creation you are taking.

Real Easter Eggs This year, these Fairtrade eggs which comes with a 24 page

Easter story activity book are only available on-line
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We hope to order some eggs but need to know how many are needed.
Milk chocolate eggs will cost £5, dark chocolate eggs,
£6 and special edition eggs (a larger egg with extra
chocolate and an Easter card), £10.

We will be placing our order early to guarantee
delivery so please e-mail vicarofgsandss@yahoo.com
before 6pm on Sunday 7t March with “Easter eggs”
as the subject of your e-mail or phone 875651.

Care for Creation... What difference will | make, what costly steps

will | take?

Lord teach us to discern your hand in all your works. Inspire us with your love
to live humbly in harmony to the needs of all your precious creation with you
as our beating heart and as our head.

This week Judith Aguda continues Ben’s theme
of not being too tidy in our gardens and asks us
to think about hedgehogs:

Did you know that hedgehogs are now officially
on the list of endangered species? We need to >3
act now if we are to preserve this iconic creature. Here are some ways to
encourage them to visit your garden:

1. Set aside a corner of the garden which can be left uncultivated. Put a pile of
logs or rotting bits of wood there to attract hedgehogs to make a nest. This

will also attract insects which like to hide in old wood.

2. Make sure that your fences have one or two small gaps at the bottom so
hedgehogs can pass through. They need to be able to move from garden to
garden in order to find a mate.

3. Put out a saucer of meaty cat or dog food at night and, in dry weather, a
dish of water (not milk - hedgehogs are lactose intolerant!).

Tiz Garnett

As many of you know, Tiz is living in Rush Court, Wallingford. She is really
missing seeing friends at church and would love to have a chat on Zoom. If
you would like to talk to her, please contact me on 871493 and I’ll arrange it
for you. Judith Aguda
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Diary for this week:
Tuesday 2nd March
11:00am The Prayer Course
Wednesday 3rd March
10.30am BCP Holy Communion via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89470491237?pwd=aG5SVUxPUG85dn
YvQUZRUmMNtdGNwUT09
Meeting ID: 894 7049 1237 Passcode: 385710
The readings are Jer. 18:18-20, Ps. 31: 4-5,14-18 & Matt:20,17-28.

Thursday 4th March

7:45pm The Prayer Course

Sunday 7th March

10:00am Morning service at St Thomas’

Daily readings for the coming week

Monday am: | Ps32 |Jer.7.21-end |John6.41-51 |pm:Ps74 |Heb.ch.1
Tuesday am: | Ps50 | Jer. 8. 1-15 John 6.52-59 | pm:Ps52 |Heb.2.1-9
Wednesday Ps 35 | Jer. 8.18-9.11 | John 6. 60- pm:Ps3 Heb. 2. 10-
am: end end
Thursday am: | Ps34 |Jer.9.12-24 |John7.1-13 pm:Ps71 |Heb.3.1-6
Friday am: Ps41 | Jer.10.1-16 |John7.14-24 | pm:Ps6 Heb. 3. 7-
end
Saturday am: | Ps25 |Jer.10.17-24 |John7.25-36 | pm:Ps23 | Heb.4.1-13

We are asked to pray this week for Jo Harvey, Peter Phillips, Mary Bulmer,
and for Rose, and for all their families. For Michael Howell, our beloved
organist, as cancer restricts his energy and voice. We thank God for his
continuing gift of music and shared faith with us.

Something to cheer... We give thanks for the news that all children will be able
to resume school on 8th March. We pray for all preparing for this.

We pray for our keeping of Lent, and our home groups.

RIP We lift to God the recently departed including Ann Marshall and Frank
Dickie Bird and pray for their family and friends and on the first anniversary,
Ovideo Melinte.



